| will support welfare for all but only if 10 other local people will too.
— Noel Hatch

More details: We want people to live rich and fulfilling lives, this can be through work but equally through
caring, parenting and volunteering. We should also recognise that many long-term unemployed face huge
physical and emotional barriers that require enormous care, patience and investment through the state to
help them lead their lives to the full.

The government's thinking was conceived in a time of boom. Now we are in recession. There are no jobs to
push these people towards.

We never believed it was right to effectively privatise key parts of welfare services and hand them over to
organisations to make a profit. Some of the private companies who've been lobbying the government to
take over our welfare services, include controversial US corporations who've made millions in profits out of
the suffering of millions who've found themselves out of work in George W Bush's America. Don't stand by
and allow those same companies to force people into unsuitable jobs, making money out of people's
suffering, here in the UK. It is wrong to make profit in this manner from the vulnerable and unemployed.

Equally we don't think it's right to force people to work for their benefits, particularly as this could equate to
people being paid less than the minimum wage, let alone a living wage - Jobseekers Allowance is

shockingly low at less than £10 a day.

Instead we want the government to invest in skills training and lifelong learning opportunities and treat
caring and parenting as equally valid forms of work which are crucial to both society and the economy.

Just as people deserve dignity, rights and respect when they are in work, so people deserve dignity, rights
and respect when they find themselves out of work.

Click on this link now to add your name to the statement.

We urge you to write a letter to your MP asking them to support our campaign and write a letter to the
Work & Pensions Secretary calling for an urgent rethink of the proposals. You can also write in support of
the campaign to The Guardian letters page and The Observer letters page.

With the recession and thousands more facing the prospect of losing their jobs in the coming months, we
believe it's right for the government to rethink its proposals - please offer your support today and help us
win this debate.

Click on this link now to add your name to the statement.

http://www.compassonline.org.uk/campaigns/campaign.asp?n=3451#post

Text pledge welfareforall to 60022 (UK only) or pledge at
www.pledgebank.com/welfareforall

This pledge closes on 31st December 2008. Thanks!

Remember, you only have to act if 10 other people sign up — that’s what
PledgeBank is all about.

Pledge




